
Deadline for Next 

Newsletter— August 8, 2008 

Volume 8 Issue 7  

July  16 ,  2008  

Wanted: Sponsors of all 

kinds: Dessert Spon-

sors, Front & Center 

Sponsors, and Door 

Prize Sponsors. Sign up 

NOW!   

A great opportunity to 

showcase your  

business. 

Check out the BAHS 

Web site at 

www.bahsbuzz.org 

July Program:  Visa Srinivasan, M.D., “How to Approach a Patient with Dementia.” 

Dr. Visa is a  geriatrician with the Health First Aging Institute, Melbourne Clinic. 

She is also associate medical director of the East Central Florida Memory Clinic 

and clinical assistant professor at Florida State University. She attended Kilpauk 

Medical College in Madras, India, and did post-graduate training in the United 

Kingdom.  In October, 2003 she received certification as a  Diplomate of 

American Board of Internal Medicine. Dr. Visa will address how to evaluate 

cognition; common dilemmas in management, such as behavioral issues, anxiety, 

paranoia, and hallucinations; and  planning living situations—when to move and 

where to move. 

 

 

 

    

   Comforts of Home Care Associates, Inc.  is the oldest non-medical family-owned 

private duty home care in Brevard County. We “put the care in caregiving.” We 

serve the needs of seniors, whether at home or in a skilled facility. Our staff of 

well-trained, caring, compassionate, quality homemakers and companions pro-

vides general home care assistance and supervision, allowing clients to remain 

independent and comfortable. “Whether you need hourly or live-in, our 24 hour 

on-call supervision by a geriatric care manager is there for you.” Stop by or give us 

a call: in Melbourne, 321-255-0107, or in Titusville, 321-383-8643.  

   “Thank you, Brevard County, for 12 wonderful years.” 

M E M B E R  S P O T L I G H T  
D O O R  P R I Z E  S P O N S O R  

D E S S E R T  S P O N S O R  

    

   Ameritime Mortgage Company is Brevard County’s local reverse mortgage 

lender. With over 30 years of mortgage experience and over 30 years combined 

experience of working with seniors, the reverse mortgage products uniquely fit 

Ameritime Mortgage’s expertise. The company’s mission statement is to “treat 

people the way we would like to be treated.” This is demonstrated by the personal 

service and attention to detail.  

   The Ameritime team is trained in both forward and reverse mortgages. This al-

lows us to provide all the options available for helping seniors obtain the equity 

from their home. We represent many lenders, both forward and reverse, so we 

may obtain the best program for your clients. For further information call 751-

7887 x 107 or 749-6409. 

A M B A S S A D O R –  T Y R A  W A T T S ,   
A M E R I T I M E  M O R T G A G E  C O M P A N Y  
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JUNE, 2008 MINUTES 

   Phil Hartwell opened the meeting by noting the increased attendance and thanking 

everyone for coming and for sending in their RSVP. 

   The minutes from the May meeting were approved. 

   The ambassador, Joann Branagan of Veterans Financial, spoke of how the company 

helps veterans who served in a war. Veterans Financial is a private company, not a 

government agency. Next month’s ambassador will be Tyra Watts of Ameritime 

Mortage Company, who received some Fourth of July  accessories. 

    Senior Living Guide was the Front & Center sponsor. Lisa Wilbert  introduced Karen 

Cassidy and Amy Ricciardi. Senior Living Guide has been serving Central Florida for 

over 10 years. The centerpieces on the tables were given to the seventh person at 

each table. 

   There was no Rainbow Award winner this month. 

   Marie Bowles presented information on three agencies who have applied for the 

grant: Grandparents Raising Grandchildren, the Brevard Association for the 

Advancement of the Blind, and Harmony Farms Horses for the Handicapped.  Ballots 

were provided and the members voted. The two agencies receiving the most votes 

will be awarded a grant of $500.  The agency not receiving a grant will be added to 

the agencies to be presented in a second round. 

   The door prize sponsor, Senior Partner Care Services, brought not one but ten 

prizes, representing their 10 years in business.  Karen Precord and Beth Kramer  

explained that they are an in-home care agency covering Brevard, Orange, Seminole, 

and Osceola Counties. The door prizes included a gas gift card.  Some of the winning 

members were Francita Chenault of Humana Market Point, Cindy Ingraham of Total 

Long-Term Care, Amy Ricciardi of Senior Living Guide, Donna Sargent of One Senior 

Place, Steve Leachman of Express Press Printing, Bill Ford of Health Markets, Alice 

Guildford of  Age Advantage, and Rose Cavaliere of Comforts of Home Care. 

   William A. Johnson, Attorney, introduced his associates and spoke about trends he 

sees in his elder law practice. His firm provides quality legal services to senior 

services at a fair price and with a compassionate touch. Alost everyone has some sort 

of caregiver association. He elaborated on the recent Medicare and Tricare cuts and 

how the cost of care is going up and the value of the dollar is going down. One dollar 

out of every 5 spent on health care goes to people who are uninsured. He  believes 

that there will be a two-tiered heath care system, and that people will have to learn to 

do more with less and to rely on volunteers.   

   We feasted on chocolate dessert provided by Phil Hartwell of Lake Diabetes Supply. 

They have been in Brevard County since 1991 and provide glucose monitors. Phil 

agreed with Mr. Johnson’s comments and mentioned that Medicare reimbursement 

for testing supplies has been cut 43%. 

   Melissa Mitchell presented the treasurer’s report. We started with a balance of 

$4,338, had deposits of $1,489 and expenditures of $1,241, leaving a balance of 

$4,586.  

   The lunch menu was discussed. We have been serving the lighter lunches, usually 

wraps or salads. Perhaps we should go back to the heavier meat and potatoes 

(Continued on page 3) 

BAHS Mission Statement 

BAHS represents the diverse human service professionals of Brevard County, the 
organization focuses on education and networking to keep the membership 

abreast of the many services and changes to the industry, in order to best serve 
their clients and the community.   



Announcements 
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Please RSVP! 

Please remember to RSVP for the BAHS meetings by the 

Thursday prior to the meeting.  It is necessary for us to 

have an accurate count so that everyone can be seated 

and enjoy a lunch.   

If you RSVP the cost for the lunch is $16.00. If you do 

not RSVP and attend the lunch, we regret that we will 

charge you $20.00.   

If you do RSVP, please attend the luncheon. We have to 

pay for your meal whether you are there to eat it or not. 

The luncheon is not a money-maker for BAHS. The ac-

tual cost of the meal is $15.60. 

Remember to RSVP for the August 20 meeting by 

August 14. 

Help Needed for Health Fair 

 

Volunteers are needed for the health fair. The 

fair is scheduled for November 5 at the Hilton 

Melbourne Rialto. A variety of jobs are available, 

so sign up early and choose the one that suits 

your talents. See Lisa Wilbert or e-mail her at 

lwilbert3700@aol.com. 

 

We need YOU to make the upcoming  

health fair happen! 

lunches. By a show of hands, the members preferred to keep the lighter fare.  

   The final item was the health fair. Lisa Wilbert  again asked for volunteers to help with this undertaking and said 

a meeting would take place at 10:30 before the next lunch. She stressed the importance of securing your table 

early so that everyone can be properly accommodated. Vendor tables are available as follows: $50 nonprofit, 

$150 standard, $250 enhanced (table in foyer and logo in directory), and $500 premier (table in foyer, blurb in 

directory and logo on bags). She will start collecting money at the next meeting. 

   After introducing new members and announcements from the members, Phil closed the meeting with a joke. 

(Continued from page 2) 

July 
July 4—Independence Day 

July 27—Parent’s Day 

 

National Wheelchair Beautification Month 

UV Safety Month 

Hemochromatosis Screening Awareness Month 

August 
August 22—Be An Angel Day 

 

August 3-9—National Health Center Week 

 

National Pain Awareness Month 

Medic Alert Month 

Cataract Awareness Month 
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Classified Ads 

 

Advertise with your business card 

Send this form with your $50 check payable for BAHS and your business card to: 

P. O. Box 964 

Melbourne, FL  32902 

 

Please check the months that you desire the ad to run: 

 

                        __________   August through October  _________ November  through January 

Please note: Sometimes business cards with a dark or colored background do not scan well.  

We do our best to adjust them so they are readable. 

For Rent 

Small office in Melbourne. Excellent loca-

tion. $275.00 per month, includes utilities. 

Please contact Senior Care Management at 

(321) 728-9530.  

 

Reminders of what BAHS can do for you! 

Reach people through the BAHS website, especially with enhanced or premium membership 

Send an Info Blast  announcing an event or a new product 

Place a classified ad 

Address the members at the monthly lunch by becoming a: 

Dessert Sponsor 

Door Prize Sponsor 

Front & Center Sponsor—also decorate the tables and provide your literature 

Contact Phil at ldsmel@copper.net, Melissa at visitingangelmelissa@yahoo.com, or Marie  

at mariebowles@projectresponse.org to take advantage of any of the above opportunities. 



  Caregiver Support Group   

        

 Monday 10—11:30 a.m. 

  Thursday 4—5:30 p.m.            

  Friday 9:30—11 a.m.              

  Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation  (321)  253-4430 

 

Florida State Guardianship Association 

Space Coast Chapter  

4th Tuesday of each month at 
Suntree Country Club 

 
For more information, contact Liz Shea 

at (321) 956-6004 
 

Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Brevard Assisted Living  Association 

 (BALA)     

      1st Wednesday of the month 

Networking: 12:30 p.m., meeting and lunch 1:00 p.m. 

$6.00 

Southland Suites of Melbourne 

(321) 255-5443 

  REGULAR MEETINGS  

Know of a meeting that should be listed here? Let us know! 

North Brevard Association of Medical 

Services (NBAMS) 

 

2nd Wednesday monthly  

11:30 a.m. - Rockledge Country Club 

For reservations contact:  

255-0107 OR RSVP online at  

www.bahsbuzz.org  

   Epilepsy Support Group for Individuals with  

epilepsy & their families 

 

2nd Tuesday of each month at  

6 p.m..— Cocoa Library & Resource Center  

2nd Floor Meeting Room 

(321) 253-4112 

“Caregiver to Caregiver” Support Group @ 

Leeza’s Place 

 Every Tuesday from 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

This group is for anyone caring for someone with memory 
loss. For more information, contact Mary at the Memory 

Clinic at (321) 768-9575. 

 FALA/Brevard @ Hibiscus Court ALF 

8:30 a.m. (includes breakfast) 2nd Tuesday every other 
month.  

 

Administrators please RSVP to Hibiscus Court at 

321-951-1050. 

Brevard Association and Human Services 

Admissions and Marketing Monthly Meeting  

4th Wednesday of the Month at noon, locations vary. 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 July 23, 2008ðThe Fountains 

August 27, 2008ðHibiscus Court  

 

For information contact Peg Holloway at (321) 728-9530 
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One Senior Place Support Groups 

ñLegacy Harbor Caregiver Support GroupðSafe Harborò 

2nd & 4th Thursdays, 1:30-3:30pm  

Donna Carey, a VITAS Innovative Hospice chaplain, facilities 
support group for those dealing with caring for loved ones 
with dementia and memory loss. For more information, call 
Legacy Harbor at (321) 253-6320. 

VITAS Innovative Hospice ñLiving With Lossò 

2nd & 4th Tuesday 

Provides bereavement support & understanding of loss. For 
information, contact Dawn Brush, MA at 751-6671 or visit 
www.oneseniorplace.com.  

TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly) Weight loss support 

Tuesdaysð9:30am For information call Nat Kaye, 633-
6778. 

Caregivers Need Care, Too.  

2nd & 4th Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. begin-
ning Saturday, May 10th. Meetings are scheduled through 
August. 

 

8085 Spyglass Hill Road, Viera, FL ǐ (321) 751-6771  


