
Deadline for Next 

Newsletter— July 7, 2008 

Volume 8 Issue 5  

June 18 ,  2008  

Wanted: Sponsors of all 

kinds: Dessert Spon-

sors, Front & Center 

Sponsors, and Door 

Prize Sponsors. Sign up 

NOW!   

A great opportunity to 

showcase your  

business. 

Check out the BAHS 

Web site at 

www.bahsbuzz.org 

June Program: William A. Johnson, P.A. 

   Since 1993, Mr. Johnson has been providing cost-effective legal counsel to Brevard 

County’s elderly citizens and their families.   With offices located in Suntree and at One 

Senior Place, the firm provides legal services in the areas of Estate Planning, Medicaid 

Planning, Guardianship, Incapacity Planning, and Probate and Trust Administration.   

   Recently, the firm added ―Life Care Planning‖ to its list of services.  Life Care Planning is 

a pre-crisis plan that protects your elderly, disabled, or chronically ill person’s physical, 

legal and financial well-being until the end of his or her life. 

   Attorney Johnson, along with associate attorneys Alec Prentice and Francine Martin, 

help clients and their loved ones by gaining a thorough understanding of the client’s 

unique situation and then developing a customized plan to address the client’s needs and 

goals.   

   Mr. Johnson is a member of the Space Coast Guardianship Association and the Brevard 

County Estate Planning Council.  Mr. Johnson serves on the board of directors for the    

Brevard Alzheimer's Foundation and is a frequent contributing        (Continued on Page 2)

 

 

 

 

Since 1998, Senior Partner Care Services has been providing in-home care and compan-

ionship for seniors in Brevard County.  We have provided services for hundreds of families 

in the community and throughout Central Florida, and we now reside in beautiful One Sen-

ior Place.  We pride ourselves on the sincere customer service and care provided to our 

clients and caregivers.  Our services are available wherever the client is residing – 

whether at home, in a hospital room or at a care facility.  We attract, hire and retain the 

most qualified caregivers available.  Our comprehensive screening results in dedicated, 

reliable personnel who are knowledgeable and compassionate.   We can help you under-

stand all of your elder care options – just ask us.  No long term commitment is required - 

we are committed to you as long as you need us.  For more information, please visit our 

website at SeniorPartnerCare.com, or call our office at  407-841-9788 or 321-253-6336.  

 

 

Lake Diabetes Supply has been serving the needs of people with diabetes since 1991. 

They offer all of the latest glucose monitors and related supplies.  FREE delivery, FREE 

training, and Medicare billing for all covered supplies are just a few of the services that 

set Lake Diabetes Supply apart. Their office is at 508 North US1 in Melbourne. 321-255-

9800. 

M E M B E R  S P O T L I G H T  
D O O R  P R I Z E  S P O N S O R  

D E S S E R T  S P O N S O R  

Veterans Financial provides sound financial advice to older veterans and their families 

who may now or in the future need assistance either in an assisted living community, a 

nursing home setting, or in your own home. Visit their website at veteransfinancial.com or 

call 1-800-835-1541. 

A M B A S S A D O R –  J O A N N  B R A N A G A N ,  V E T E R A N S  F I N A N C I A L  
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May, 2008 MINUTES 

   President Phil Hartwell opened the meeting by commenting on the nice turnout as an 

additional table was being set up. He stressed the importance of the RSVP system to ensure 

that the meeting room is properly set up and that everyone can be seated and served.  

   Front & Center sponsor, Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation, provided centerpieces for the 

tables. One person at each table took home the centerpiece.  Derek Williams from Joe’s Club 

spoke about fundraising and services in Brevard County.  Joe’s Club offers adult day care, and 

buses to transport their clients. They service caregivers who have other obligations. Your Care 

Brevard is the only local dementia provider. Each year they sponsor a golf tournament and 

raised $313,000 this year. 

   Wanda Otto presented the Rainbow Award to Lee Reis-El Bara for her volunteer services at 

Hibiscus Court.  Lee has played the piano there for the past 6 years, and often dresses in 

honor of the season. You should see her in her Easter bonnet! 

   Door prize sponsor Home Instead is owned by Laura Purcell and Marge Thompson and 

offers care for seniors in their own homes. The door prize, a collection of gardening items, was 

won by Amy Schaefer. 

   Randy Hunt, CEO of Senior Resource Alliance, spoke about various issues facing seniors and 

offered statistics to shed light on the current situation. A safety net does not exist;  there is a 

waiting list of 40,000 seniors waiting for services in the state, with some 3,000 of them living 

in this area. SRA’s typical client is 77 years old and living alone. People want to remain in their 

homes as long as they can. Ninety percent of elders today are healthy.  There is a heavy 

reliance on community services in Brevard County. We need to be advocates for seniors and 

contact our politicians. He spoke of Long Term Care Ombudsmen, SHINE, health and wellness, 

and elder abuse. At the end of his talk he invited questions from the attendees. 

   Karen Precord from Senior Partner Care Services, the dessert sponsor, provided cookies 

frosted with the number 10, representing the 10 years Senior Partners has been serving 

seniors. Many things have changed during those 10 years, but Senior Partners remained 

committed to their mission. 

   Nancy De La Moriniere of Kwik Kopy, who won the free lunch last month, did not bring a 

guest and therefore paid for her lunch. The winner of the free lunch for next month was Laura 

Purcell of Home Instead. 

   Melissa Mitchell gave the treasurer’s report. We received money from sponsorships totaling 

$675. Deposits were made totaling $1699.95, with expenses of $903, making the current 

balance $4,338.67.  Melissa explained that although she does not give a detailed report at 

the meetings, she has the bank registry with her and anyone who wants to can look at it. To 

keep BAHS from losing money on the lunches, she is billing those who RSVP but do not come. 

Phil then explained that we do not make any money on the lunches, and need 54 people just 

to break even. He also explained that BAHS is committed to giving back to the community, 

and that the Board has been researching the non-profits that were suggested for the grant.  At 

the next meeting we will present a list and vote.                                      (Continued on page 3) 

BAHS Mission Statement 

BAHS represents the diverse human service professionals of Brevard County, the 
organization focuses on education and networking to keep the membership 

abreast of the many services and changes to the industry, in order to best serve 
their clients and the community.   

(Bill Johnson, Continued from Page 1) editor for Florida Today’s Focus on Seniors column.  He is 

the author of ―The Florida Long Term Care and Nursing Home Answer Book‖ of which 

approximately 50,000 copies have been distributed in Brevard County.  Mr. Johnson is also a 

frequent guest speaker for a local radio and television show focusing on the transitioning and 

often complex needs of seniors. 

Suntree Office: 21 Suntree Place, Suite 100, Melbourne, FL  32940, Phone:  (321) 253-1667 

Fax: (321) 242-9554. One Senior Place Office: 8085 Spyglass Hill Road, Suite 108, Viera, FL  

32940 Phone:  (321) 253-6309 Fax:  (321) 253-6339    www.floridaelderlaw.net 
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Please RSVP! 

Please remember to RSVP for the BAHS meetings by the 

Thursday prior to the meeting.  It is necessary for us to 

have an accurate count so that everyone can be seated 

and enjoy a lunch.   

If you RSVP the cost for the lunch is $16.00. If you do 

not RSVP and attend the lunch, we regret that we will 

charge you $20.00.   

If you do RSVP, please attend the luncheon. We have to 

pay for your meal whether you are there to eat it or not. 

The luncheon is not a money-maker for BAHS. The ac-

tual cost of the meal is $15.60. 

Remember to RSVP for the July 16 meeting by July 

10. 

Help Needed for Health Fair 

 

Volunteers are needed for the health fair. The 

fair is scheduled for November 5 at the Hilton 

Melbourne Rialto. A variety of jobs are available, 

so sign up early and choose the one that suits 

your talents. See Lisa Wilbert or e-mail her at 

lwilbert3700@aol.com. 

 

We need YOU to make the upcoming  

health fair happen! 

(Minutes Continued from Page 2)    Lisa Wilbert spoke about the need for a committee to work on the health fair. We need people 

to volunteer for such responsibilities as contacting advertisers for free publicity, making phone calls, contacting vendors, etc. 

It’s not hard until the end. The committee will meet before the regular BAHS meetings. If we do not get people to volunteer, it 

will end up being a board responsibility. She had a sign up sheet for volunteers, and said that next month we should be able 

to firm up a committee. She is aware of the complaints from last year’s health fair, and said they can be avoided if vendors 

sign up early. If we know the vendors early, it will give us time to properly set up the exhibit space to accommodate everyone’s 

needs. 

   Next month’s ambassador is Joann Branagan from Veterans Financial, Inc. 

   Once again Phil closed with a joke. 

National HIV Testing Day 

June 27 is National HIV Testing Day.  Project Response will 

be offering free HIV tests that day from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. at their office at 745 S. Apollo Blvd., Melbourne.  If 

you would like to be tested but cannot make it that day, 

please call 724-1177 to set up an appointment. 

June 
June 1—National Cancer Survivor’s Day 

June 14—Flag Day 

June 15—Father’s Day 

 

National Men’s Health Week (June 9-15) 

National Nursing Assistance Week (June 14-21) 

National Aphasia Awareness Month 

National Safety Month 

July 
July 4—Independence Day 

July 27—Parent’s Day 

 

National Wheelchair Beautification Month 

UV Safety Month 

Hemochromatosis Screening Awareness Month 

Don’t forget to register by July 10 to attend the July 16 Meeting! 
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Classified Ads 

 

Advertise with your business card 

Send this form with your $50 check payable for BAHS and your business card to: 

P. O. Box 964 

Melbourne, FL  32902 

 

Please check the months that you desire the ad to run: 

 

                        __________   July through September _________ October  through December 

Please note: Sometimes business cards with a dark or colored background do not scan well.  

We do our best to adjust them so they are readable. 

For Rent 

Small office in Melbourne. Excellent loca-

tion. $275.00 per month, includes utilities. 

Please contact Senior Care Management at 

(321) 728-9530. 

 

Rainbow Award 

Wanda Otto listens as Heidi from  

Hibiscus Court describes Lee Reis-

El Barra’s years of volunteer  

service.  



  Caregiver Support Group   

        

 Monday 10—11:30 a.m. 

  Thursday 4—5:30 p.m.            

  Friday 9:30—11 a.m.              

  Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation  (321)  253-4430 

 

Florida State Guardianship Association 

Space Coast Chapter  

4th Tuesday of each month at 
Suntree Country Club 

 
For more information, contact Liz Shea 

at (321) 956-6004 
 

Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, 24, 2008 

Brevard Assisted Living  Association 

 (BALA)     

      1st Wednesday of the month 

Networking: 12:30 p.m., meeting and lunch 1:00 p.m. 

$6.00 

Southland Suites of Melbourne 

(321) 255-5443 

  REGULAR MEETINGS 

Know of a meeting that should be listed here? Let us know! 

North Brevard Association of Medical 

Services (NBAMS) 

 

2nd Wednesday monthly  

11:30 a.m. - Rockledge Country Club 

For reservations contact:  

255-0107 OR RSVP online at  

www.bahsbuzz.org  

   Epilepsy Support Group for Individuals with  

epliepsy & their families 

 

2nd Tuesday of each month at  

6 p.m..— Cocoa Library & Resource Center  

2nd Floor Meeting Room 

(321) 253-4112 

―Caregiver to Caregiver‖ Support Group @ 

Leeza’s Place 

 Every Tuesday from 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

This group is for anyone caring for someone with memory 
loss. For more information, contact Mary at the Memory 

Clinic at (321) 768-9575. 

 FALA/Brevard @ Hibiscus Court ALF 

8:30 a.m. (includes breakfast) 2nd Tuesday every other 
month.  

 

Administrators please RSVP to Hibiscus Court at 

321-951-1050. 

Brevard Association and Human Services 

Admissions and Marketing Monthly Meeting  

4th Wednesday of the Month at noon, locations vary. 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

 June 25, 2008ðThe Cove, Satellite Beach 

 

For information contact Peg Holloway at (321) 728-9530 
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One Senior Place Support Groups 

ñLegacy Harbor Caregiver Support GroupðSafe Harborò 

2nd & 4th Thursdays, 1:30 -3:30pm  

Donna Carey, a VITAS Innovative Hospice chaplain, facilities 
support group for those dealing with caring for loved ones 
with dementia and memory loss. For more information, call 
Legacy Harbor at (321) 253-6320. 

VITAS Innovative Hospice ñLiving With Lossò 

2nd & 4 th Tuesday  

Provides bereavement support & understanding of loss. For 
information, contact Dawn Brush, MA at 751-6671 or visit 
www.oneseniorplace.com.  

TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly) Weight loss support 

Tuesdays ð9:30am For information call Nat Kaye, 633-
6778. 

Caregivers Need Care, Too.  

2nd & 4th Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. begin-
ning Saturday, May 10th. Meetings are scheduled through 
August. 

 

8085 Spyglass Hill Road, Viera, FL ǐ (321) 751-6771  


